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The nightbeforeJohnHamill wasto leavefor Vietnamin 1967, hisolderbrother,Pete offered
ADVERTISEMENT him $3,000 incashnot to go. "It wasthe biggestroll of cashl'd everseenN probably abouta ADVERTISEMENT
year'spay in thearmy," Johnrecalledrecently."But the shiphadsailedin my head."Thewar
"was the biggestthing that washappeninghationallyandinternationally,andnot to be partof

GIE[D]S 23] that seemednpossible.” NEW YORK NATIONAL

TR 33 ] JohnHamill camebackfrom Vietnamin 1968, becama journalist,like his brothersPeteand B OAT S H 0 W
REINDEER? Dennis,andis now the directorof communicationgor Brooklyn Collegeandthe City University = DEC. 29, 2007-JAN. 6, Jacob K. Javits Center
lll of New York. His story isincludedin an exhibitionopeningtomorrowat the Brooklyn Historical e
Society, called'In Our Own Words: Portraitsof Brooklyn'sVietnamVeterans.'The exhibition,
LIS which is in the Society'sneworal history gallery, will include 16 oralhistories life-size
WUICEVRICTEE M photographigoortraitsof nine of the veteransandartifactsfrom their experiencesf thewar.

continental.com.

SinceDeborahSchwartzbecaméts presidentastyear,the Historical Society hasireda full - 3

time oral historian, ands currentlypursuing projecten, amongpthersubjectsthe Brooklyn y $2 OFF TICKETS
Navy Yard, jazz musiciangn Brooklyn, andthe Bedford StuyvesanRestoratiorCorporation, — when purchased

e the country'soldestcommunitydevelopmentorporation.

ww.nvboatshow.com

b el 'This is somethingwe think is a crucial partof our responsibility,"Ms. Schwartzsaidof oral
histories."Since peopleless andess keemiariesor write letters, this is one of the wayswe can

capturetheir first-handexperience."
ADVERTISEMENT

SEARCH FOR FLIGHTS The Society isinterestechot justin collectingoral histories,but in finding creativewaysto
From: presenthem tothe public. Thevice presidentor exhibitsand educationKate Fermoile,said Ads by Goodle
|:| that, asfar sheknows,the Society isthe first museumin the countryto devotea gallery

exclusivelyto oral histories.
To:

Thedesignfor "In Our Own Words"wasexecutedy Alison Cornyn, thefounderof a company .
Depart called PictureProjectsthat designs interactiviestallationsfor culturalinstitutions.Ms. Cornyn Eh.l.”.y_HQ_te_LEaQKagg_s
ooy saidthat, whershevisitedthe Historical Society, shavasstruckby thelargenumberof historical ) )

portraitshangingon thewalls."l hadthis clearvision of presentingdife-sizeportraitsof someof ~ Save with Holiday Hotel Packages. Book
Return: the veteranssoyou standn front of them andyou heartheir story," Ms. Cornyn said. Now and Get a $50 Gift!

MM/DD/YYYY
Ms. Cornyn tookphotograph®f nine of the veteransjn Brooklyn locationsof their choosing.To www.GoPhila.com/Holidays
m connectthe modernportraitsto the historicalones,sheprintedthe photograph®n canvas,

. varnishedthem, andout them ingold frames.
continental.com

A Californiacompanycalled AmericanTechnologicalCorporationdonatechine "hypersonic”
speakerswhich delivera very localizedsound.Whena visitor walks in front of oneof thelife-sizeportraits,the speaketurns on anglaysthe audioof the veteran'sstory.

"Whenyou standight underneathit's like they'respeakingn your head;it's veryintimate,"Ms. Cornyn saicbf the effect of the speakers'But if you standust to the left or
right it's moremuted."Visitors canalsolistento storieson headsetat computersn the middle of the gallery. You canlistento a story straight througtor listento sectionsof
storiesgroupedby themeor periodof thewar.

The contentof the exhibitionis a collaborationbetweerthe Historical Society andh professorat Brooklyn College,Philip F. Napoli, who since2003 haseendoing oral
historiesof Vietnamveterandiving in thefive boroughs.

Mr. Napoli saidhis projectis driven,in part,by adesireto overthrowthe popularmythologyof Viethnamveteransasviolent anddisturbed Seventypercentof thosewho
servedin-countryin Viethamhadvolunteeredhe noted,and manyover their lives haveremaineccommittedto public service'They founda way to healthemselvesand
reconnectwith a societythat reallycastthem asidavhentheyreturned,"Mr. Napoli said.

Oneof the othermenincludedin the exhibition, Tony Wallace,describesow, after thewar, he tried to trackdownthe families of threefriendswho hadbeenkilled, in an
attackin which he himself wasvounded He wroteto PresidentNixon, askingfor their full namesandnextof kin, andthe Departmenbdf the Army providedhim with two of
the threenamesHe wrote to their families,andoneof his friends'motherswrote back,sayingthat shehad prayedto hearfrom oneof herson'sfriends.He visited the family,
who wereltalian, in lllinois andtold them howmuchhe andhis friendshadall enjoyedthe pepperonthey senttheir sonin carepackages.

Mr. Hamill grewup in SouthBrooklyn andvolunteeredor the Army at 17. Hedidn'tagreewith the war, but he believedin servinghis country,andhe wantedto seethe

world. As he saysin his "Portrait": "I guesseverybodywantsto run awayfrom homewhenthey're17 N and the circuswasn'tin town." He becamea medicin the 173rd
Airborne Brigade.
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Although he laterjoined VietnamVeteransAgainstthe War, he neverregrettedserving."It's the only importantjob I've everhad,"he said."All the othershavebeengood
jobs or badjobs, but that'sthe only importantone.”

The oral history projectandthe exhibitionaretimely, Mr. Hamill said,becausef the numberof soldiersreturningfrom Irag and Afghanistan.

"I'm just hopingthat emotionallyandfinancially this countrysupportshesenewveteransa lot betterthantheydid us," Mr. Hamill said."Thesekids deservehe best,because
they gaveeverything."

Overthe nextyear,while "In Our Own Words"is up, theHistorical Society will hold severalopenhouseswhereveteranssancomeandhavetheir own storiesrecorded.
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